CHACE
Citizens for a Healthy Alameda County Environment

P.O. Box 87

Sunol, CA 94586

June 22, 2006

Gayle B. Uilkema

Chair, BAAQMD Board of Directors

Bay Area Air Quality Management District

939 Ellis Street

San Francisco, CA 94109

      Re: BAAQMD Regulations re Open Pile Composting 

Dear Chairwoman Uilkema:

      In our research regarding the 600 ton/day organic compost facility for Alameda County proposed to be built in Sunol, California, we learned that the San Francisco Bay Area, unlike the Los Angeles Basin, has no regulation banning large scale open pile composting. We did not see discussion of large scale open pile composting and its effects on air quality on the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (“BAAQMD”) website. We write you as a first step in asking the BAAQMD to implement a ban on large scale open pile composting.

      We reference and enclose copies of the following documents, which are also available on the South Coast Air Quality Management District (“SCAQMD”) website:

· SCAQMD Rule 1133.2, available at: http://www.aqmd.gov/rules/support.html#r1133; 

· SCAQMD Final Staff Report, accessible at: http://www.aqmd.gov/rules/doc/r1133/r1133_staffreport.pdf; 

· SCAQMD Source Test Report, accessible at: http://www.aqmd.gov/rules/support.html#r1133. 

      Air pollution emission data collected in these open pile composting studies performed by the SCAQMD at San Joaquin Composting, Incorporated in Lost Hills, California and at EKO Systems in Corona, California, demonstrate that these open pile composting facilities were major sources of air pollution and odors in the Los Angeles Basin.  Tests in these studies were run during the lowest time of emissions, not while compost piles were being moved or turned, so the data is very conservative in favor of low estimates.  These conservative tests showed that open pile composting was a major cause of air pollution and odors in the Los Angeles Basin, and is the reason the SCAQMD developed Rule 1133.2. Rule 1133.2 requires all new composting operations to be fully enclosed and to use effective odor control systems.  (See SCAQMD Rule 1133.2(d))

      The SCAQMD field test results and data referenced in the studies and reports mentioned above show that pollution from only one 600 ton per day open pile composting operation, such as the one proposed to be built by the Alameda County Waste Management Authority (“ACWMA”) in Sunol, would conservatively be estimated to be over 613 tons or 1.2 million pounds of air pollution per year. (See Source Test Report Conducted at San Joaquin Composting, Inc., pages 3 and 4. This is the third SCAQMD document referenced above.) The emission estimates are based only on gases and not on particles. If a composting operation accepts biosolids, they dry in the sun and become a very fine dust, much like lamp black.  When prevailing winds from a composting site blow directly into a community, homes and cars are covered with fine polluting biosolids dust, much like what was seen after the Mount Saint Helen's volcanic eruption, only loaded with bacteria.  Needless to say, this would negatively affect the quality of life of everyone within a 15 to 20 mile radius, let alone the air pollution in general. 
      In our search for a better alternative to the open pile composting method proposed by the ACWMA in Sunol, we came across an engineering company that uses up-to-date technology to process compost on an industrial scale. This technology uses a completely enclosed facility, which has no ground runoff and is designed to capture 99% of all emissions and odors. A 150,000 ton per year regional composting facility has just been permitted by the SCAQMD using this technology, exceeding the Rule 1133.2 regulations. Please see http://www.abt-compost.com for more information about this technology.  Given that technology like this exists and is available, it is unconscionable to allow an open pile composting facility, such as the one proposed by the ACWMA in Sunol, to put 613 tons or 1.2 million pounds of additional pollution and odor causing gases per year into our community. 

      Composting as a means of processing waste and meeting the California Integrated Waste Management Board diversion goals is fine, but we believe that composting facilities need to be responsible and held accountable for their methods. Aerated static pile composting looks simple and inexpensive to build and operate. But in fact it is not simple on a large scale and is not an easy thing to do when using an open pile process. The main goal of any composting facility is to produce a consistent high quality compost without having a negative impact on the community in which the facility is located. We repeat, when there is no need, it is unconscionable to put 613 tons or 1.2 million pounds of additional pollution and odor causing gases per year into the air of the San Francisco Bay Area.  

      We strongly urge you to take a look at the research, discussion and regulations on the SCAQMD website. The San Francisco greater Bay Area deserves the same level of protection these regulations have afforded the Los Angeles Basin. We ask the BAAQMD to ban large scale open pile composting.

Sincerely,

Gil Peters for

Citizens for a Healthy Alameda County Environment (CHACE)

Enclosure

cc: Jack Broadbent

Executive Officer

Air Pollution 

Control Officer

