Dumping on Manorville?

I am beginning to wonder why the Town of Brookhaven continues to dump on Manorville? Over the past several months I have been involved with several issues regarding town mismanagement in the Manorville community. The Papermill Road compost site remains one of the issues that at the top of my list.

I am very concerned with the town’s move to increase composting at the Papermill Road site. The Papermill Road location was listed as an EPA superfund site in 1993 and was de-listed in 1996. No remediation was ever performed. Prior to its use as a compost, the site was used as a landfill and a dumping ground for sewage that was poured into lined and unlined pits. The fact that the EPA removed this location from its superfund list without requiring any remediation is of great concern of mine. I have written to the EPA to find out exactly why this occurred. I have also asked Supervisor Foley to join me in requesting the EPA and New York State DEC to fully investigate this matter and require the town to undertake whatever remediation is necessary to protect the health of the community. 

Approximately 35,000 cubic yards of yard waste are composted at this location annually. The town’s DEC permit allows the composting of up to 120,000 cubic yards of material. This increase will heighten the intensity of odors, airborne spores, carcinogens, and pathogens as well as increase truck traffic. In fact, it is estimated that the composting program will bring 2,000 trucks a year to this site. I will be introducing legislation directing the County Department of Health Services to conduct an air and water quality study of the Papermill Road site to determine the condition of the site and what needs to be done by the town to ensure it complies with health and safety regulations.

Furthermore, it is my understanding that the increased capacity will only generate approximately $60,000 in revenue annually, while costing the town up to $2,000,000 to operate. Those types of economics make no sense to me. 

I intend to oppose the town’s efforts to go into the commercial composting business. It makes no sense economically and poses a health risk for the surrounding community.
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