February 3, 2006

Suffolk County Dept. of Health Services

Commissioner Brian Harper, MD

225 Rabro Drive East 

Hauppauge, NY 11788

Dear Commissioner Harper:

This is to memorialize the meeting of December 5th, 2005 at the Department of Environmental Conservation in reference to Long Island Compost. The following agencies were represented



New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation and Law Enforcement






Peter A. Scully, Regional Director






Tony Cava, Regional Environmental Quality Engineer






Merlange Genece, Environmental Engineer






Syed Rahman, Environmental Engineer






Frank Lapinski, DEC Law Enforcement






Mark Simmons, DEC Law Enforcement






Dallas Bengel, DEC Law Enforcement

New York State Dept. of Health




Greg Recer, Research Scientist




Richard Morse, Solid Waste



Suffolk County Dept. of Health Services






Brian Harper, MD






P. Dillon, MD



New York State Attorney General’s Office






Judith Enck






Dan Perkins



New York State Assembly






Assemblyman Marc S. Alessi






George Kalamaras

This meeting was hosted by Peter Scully of the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation at my request.  I requested this meeting because a large number of constituents in my area have complained about the odor associated with the Compost piles and their alleged affect on the health of the children in the area, specifically respiratory illness.

At this meeting I requested that a health survey be performed to determine if there was an increased risk of respiratory illness associated with living in the Manorville area or attending the school in the Manorville area. 

Dr. Dillon, from your office, stated at the meeting that such a survey was not yet warranted because she had no medical evidence or case files to indicate that such a study was needed.  As you may recall, after hearing this statement I presented, to the both of you, a folder that included nine medical files from residents within just a small section of the Manorville community who have complained of respiratory illness. The residents surrounding the compost feel that the respiratory illnesses they and their children are experiencing are either caused or exacerbated by the compost.  It is our duty as public servants to address these residents’ concerns.  

Dr. Dillon also questioned if in fact the most vocal of the Manorville residents, Susan Sineo, had ever taken her daughter to a doctor regarding her symptoms.  Please find enclosed a copy of Giovanna Sineo’s medical reports detailing her entire medical history.  They seem to indicate a chronic respiratory problem that coincides with the opening of the compost facilities in the Manorville area.

Dr. Dillon questioned the credentials of Dr. Graber, the author of the report by the Mt. Sinai Environmental Pediatric Health Unit, which details how the respiratory illness being experienced within the community of Manorville may be the result of the composting operation. Enclosed are Dr. Graber’s curriculum vitae, which clearly identify him as an expert in this field. 

Our office has supplied Suffolk County Department of Health Services with sufficient medical documentation from parties who feel they are impacted by Long Island Compost’s operations and their proximity to residences, schools, adult homes, and playgrounds in the surrounding community.  

I again would like to call on your office to please conduct a health survey to determine if there is an increased risk of respiratory illness associated with living in the Manorville community or attending schools in the Manorville area.

Furthermore when you respond to this letter, I would like you to provide me with the appropriate contact information for the person in your office who will receive all future complaints and medical documentation from residents afflicted with respiratory illness in the Manorville area.

Thank you in advance for your continued consideration of this matter.








Sincerely,








Marc Alessi








MEMBER OF ASSEMBLY

CC: 
Peter A. Scully, DEC Regional Director

 
Tony Cava, DEC Regional Environmental Quality Engineer


Merlange Genece, DEC Environmental Engineer


Syed Rahman, DEC Environmental Engineer


Frank Lapinski, DEC/LE


Mark Simmons, DEC/LE


Dallas Bengel, DEC L/E

P. Dillon, MD, SCDHS, Public Health

Dan Perkins, Attorney General’s office

Judith Enck, Attorney General’s office

Greg Recer, NYS Research Scientist

Richard Morse, NYS Solid Waste 

Steve Levy, Suffolk County Executive

Michael Deering,
MA:kb

