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Brian X. Foley, ::umnm
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E August 15,2007

Dear Manorville Residents: %

i
Over the past fow menths; there flas been much discussion about the Town's plans for our
compusting facility on Papermill Road in Manorvitle. At the request of Supervisor Brian X.
Foley, | would like to tuke this ofjpornunity to set the record straight reganding many 0f the isues
that have oen ratsed, i

Starting this year, in an sffort b keep costs down for the taxpayer, the Town of Brookhaven
bugun managing haif of our leog-s imhouse and contracting ot the sber half o 4 private fiom
that has had the Town contract for several years. ‘The balf we ow manage will be composted st
Town facilities in Manoeville {Papermilt Road site), Holisvilte (Eeology Center) il Yaphunk
(Landfill), as well 23 a portion [being delivered to the Town of lalip under mn inter-municipal
pgreoment,

The Town's Manosville site has been in existence Tor nemrly throe decades angd has i n
compesting permis from the Nev York State Deparmment of Baviromnental Conservation {DEC)
since the sarly 1990's. Whils compost volumes fave Nuciuated over time, thers have boen yoiws
whis the site was at near capasity (128,000 cubic yands). Therefore, what we proposs to da this
year is not an “expansion” of the Facility as many have claimed, bt rather providing resourcas 1o
holp better manage leaves at Manorvillz, as well as Holsvifle sad Yaphank. 1o fact; what staried
much of this dialoguo was simply & Tawn Board resolution (o install & scale in Magorville so we
could, Toe the first time, accuraialy meanire the amount of compostable material we tako in, and
charge commencial um%‘wtm wriditionally brought leaves to the site at no changs.

However, o address wmmm&y conceens, the Town Board voted for & selfximpoaed cap of
80,000 cubic yards of compostable terial a1 Manorville — ane thisd less than the permitted lmit
issued by the state DEC. ! 5

As we heard directly from resideots al & public mesting carfier this yesr, private composting
aperations are, by far, penersiing many more complaints than our Town focility, which to date
have been few in number. Ini last year we accepted 57,000 cubic yards of compoatable
material 3t Manorville, uad thers were only a handfist of complains. i
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al at IManorville in 2007, an amount quite similer to 2006.

fn addition, we've csiablished an important pastnership with Comell Cooponative Extension
{CCE) of Suffolk Cﬁunlf to help manage the operations al Manorville. CCE, an autreach
division of the renowned Cormell University, is arguably one of the nation’s leaders: in safo and
offective composting. We sre privileged and proud o have the opportunity o partner with them
in this imponant endeavor. ‘

There has also been much exaggration about the site’s former *Superfund” status, The truth is
that the Manorville facility — aleng with every other landfill in New York - was placed on the
State’s Ineetive Hozardous Wasté Disposal Site List afler the Iaw took effect in 19856, After the
State bad the opportumity To revlew each siwe individually, most were subscquently dolisted.
including Manorville, ‘The sitc was never a federal Superfund site and any suggestion that il was
pacticularly selested w8 v State site because of specific comamination or hazird st the Facility iy
simply incorrest.

i :
The potential community {mpacts ~ including odor sad traffic - raised by many gren residents are
always concerns of any compost operation wherever it may be Jocated. ‘The Department of Waslo
Munagement takes these Faues very seriously and & working to minimize the facility's impact on
udjacent community residents, twowever small it may be. 1o addition, if composting were a bona
fide public health risk, nﬁ some have alleged. we do not belicve that the New York State DEC
would Jssue permits for composting eporations.

Tie Town of Brookhaven is commilted to providing. foal and trah cotlcction for our residonts
and managing this material in the most environmentally sound anit fiscally responsible manner
possible, Bliminating the Town's COMposting POJram, nd $0me UELes!, would simply put more
of this material on privake sites and likely result in illogal dumping of Teaves throughoul the
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Thank you tor allowing rine o mmmunm this information to you, and as always, my offico is
available 1o discuss this of any other waste managoment issue you may have,

Sincorely,

O

John Kowalehk
Commissionds
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