A Health Study is Needed for

Town’s Composting in Manorville

In 1967, Manorville was a sparsely populated community on the eastern end of Brookhaven. So isolated that it was thought to be an ideal place for the Town to allow cesspool and septic waste to be dumped. From 1967 to 1982 in four lined and eight unlined pits, municipal sanitary waste sludge and domestic septic waste was dumped at the Town’s facility on Papermill Road. The facility was also a site of a small landfill.

When the groundwater was tested in 1981, it showed detectable quantities of several metals and trace amounts of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), including toluene at 300 ppb and tetrachloroethene at 80 ppb. In 1982 monitoring wells showed an increase in the concentrations of total dissolved solids, chloride and iron down gradient of the site. More monitoring wells from 1984 – 1986 showed the groundwater standards were exceeded for iron, manganese, nitrates, selenium and several VOC’s, including chlorobenzene at 45 ppb, dichlorobenzene at 12 ppb and dichloromethane at 27ppb.

In 1994, the Papermill Road facility was listed as a Class 2a Superfund site. Two years later the site was delisted without any substantial remediation.

Also in 1994, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) issued the Town a composting permit for 80,000 cubic yards per year. The permit was modified in 1998 to allow composting of up to 120,000 cubic yards. This permit expires at the end of 2009.

In 2001, an environmental consulting firm, hired by a developer seeking to build a subdivision nearby the facility, found methane gas at the site. Eventually, the Town purchased the land from the developer as “open space” without acknowledging responsibility.

The composting that was done at the site in the 1990’s was material brought by landscapers and local residents. The Town has claimed in a Press of the Manorville and Moriches article dated June 8, 2007 that is “never breached 30,000 cubic yards, but an aerial photo taken in 2004 showed that it was filled to capacity with 80,000 cubic yards or more.”

Until recently, the Town of Brookhaven contracted with Long Island Compost of Yaphank to handle most of the town’s composting. That changed this spring when the town decided that 70% of all its composting would now be done at the Papermill Road facility in Manorville. On May 15th, with Supervisor Foley casting the deciding vote, Brookhaven Town authorized the expansion of the composting operation at this environmentally troubled location.

Despite calls from local residents to conduct a health study of this site and of the composting operation, no action has been taken. Some of the concerns about this facility emanated not only from composting odors, but also from the airborne pathogens, funguses and molds that are created by composting as well as the presence of methane gas.

With composting, the chemical reactions created by the materials decaying can cause the interior temperatures of compost piles to reach in excess of 200 degrees Fahrenheit. When windrow turners churn and aerate composting piles, a steady stream of hot air rises over the treetops, bring with it airborne pathogens, mold spores and other carcinogens threatening the some 3,000 residents that now live within a mile radius of the Papermill Road facility.

To cart the compost material, some 2,000 to 3,000 trucks a year will bring the material to the Papermill facility. Many local residents are upset by this increased truck traffic in their residential neighborhood.

Manorville cannot and should not endure yet another compost dump especially the size of the one operated on Papermill Road.

As the County Legislator who represents Manorville, I have written the Town Board and appeared at their meetings not only to oppose the composting nightmare, but also to challenge the facts and costs for this project. I have also asked for a health study.

I urge the town, in conjunction with the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and the Suffolk County Department of Health Services, to conduct a health study of this former Superfund site before the town greatly expands its composting operations in Manorville. The health of the residents should be foremost in any governmental decision.

Legislator Edward Romaine

